
Contemporary Architecture in the  
Historic Environment Project  

Sara Lardinois, Project Specialist, Field Projects, Getty Conservation Institute 

Kunsthaus Graz, Graz, Austria 

Photo: Martin Wandel © iStockphoto.com 



The J. Paul Getty Trust, Los Angeles, U.S.A. 

The Getty Villa, Malibu 

The Getty Center, Los Angeles 



Above: Plaza Grande, Quito, Ecuador 

Above Right and Right: 

Urban Conservation Planning Workshop, Penang, 

Malaysia 

 

Historic Cities and Urban Settlements Initiative 



Contemporary Architecture in the Historic Environment Project 

Contemporary Architecture 

in the Historic Environment 

Project objective is to improve 

the quality of contemporary 

architectural interventions in the 

historic fabric through: 

 

• Research 

• Engagement with the 

Professional Community 

• Public Programming 

• Development of Key 

Resources 
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Available online at: 

http://www.getty.edu/conservation/publications_resources/public_programs/conferences/minding_gap_sympos.html  



Key Resources: Tools 

Future Project Activities 

Develop objective tools, such as 

guidelines or case studies, to 

assist practitioners in designing 

new buildings that are respectful 

of their historic contexts and 

assessing their impacts. These 

tools should help secure “the 

three Cs”: 

 

• Certainty 

• Consistency 

• Communication and 

Consultation 
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Key Resources: Tools 

Historic Scotland’s New 

Design in Historic Settings 

(2010) 

New development should 

respond to: 

• Urban structure 

• Urban grain 

• Density and mix 

• Scale 

• Materials and detailing 

• Landscape 

• Views and landmarks 

• Historical development 

 

Common Criteria in Use for Assessing New Construction in Historic Areas 

 
Commission for Architecture 

and the Built Environment 

(CABE) and English Heritage’s 

Building in Context (2001) 

A successful project will: 

• Relate well to the geography 

and  history of the place and 

lie of the land 

• Sit happily in the pattern of 

existing development 

• Respect important views 

• Use materials and building 

methods which are as high 

quality as those used in 

existing buildings 

• Create new views and 

juxtapositions which add to 

the variety and texture of the 

setting 

 

Preservation Alliance of 

Greater Philadelphia’s Sense 

of Place: Design Guidelines 

for New Construction in 

Historic Districts (2007) 

Recommended evaluation 

criteria: 

• New buildings should be 

compatible with the size, 

scale, color, material and 

character of the existing 

• Height 

• Massing 

• Street wall 

• Continuity of wall surface 

• Façade composition 

• Rhythm / Pedestrian 

experience 

• Materials and details 
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